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SUBJECT: IMPLEMENTATION OF PROJECT STORMFURY 

1. AS EMBASSY IS AWARE, IT HAS BEEN OUR HOPE THAT IT WILL 
BE POSSIBLE TO MOVE PROJECT STORMFURY TO THE PACIFIC IF 
THERE IS NO OBJECTION FROM ANY OF THE AFFECTED COUNTRIES 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AND TERRITORIES. IN LIGHT OF THE ISSUES WHICH THE GOJ HAS 
RAISED IN THE PAST OVER THIS EXPERIMENT, WE ARE ATTEMPTING 
TO WORK OUT A PLAN TO INVOLVE INTERNATIONAL PARTICIPATION. 
WHILE THE DAY-TO-DAY OPERATIONAL CONDUCT OF THE EXPERIMENT 
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WOULD, UNDER THIS PLAN, REMAIN WITH THE U.S., THE PROPOSAL 
ALLOWS FOR AMPLE INPUT BY THE INTERESTED COUNTRIES. WE 
WOULD BE PREPARED TO OPERATE UNDER PREDETERMINED INTERNA- 
TIONAL GUIDELINES, PROVIDING THAT THE SCIENTIFIC INTEGRITY 
AND FEASIBILITY OF THIS EXPERIMENT IS MAINTAINED. 

2. INITIALLY, WE WOULD SUGGEST OPENING UP BILATERAL DIS- 
CUSSIONS WITH THE JAPANESE IN ORDER TO EXPLORE RELEVANT 
ISSUES AND A TENTATIVE BASIS FOR PROCEEDING WITH STORMFURY. 
WE WOULD BE PREPARED ALSO TO SUGGEST THAT AN INTERNATIONAL 
POLICY ADVISORY BOARD OPAB) BE ESTABLISHED FOR EXAMPLE, 
UNDER THE AEGIS OF THE ESCAP/WMO TYPHOON COMMITTEE, TO 
DEVELOP THE TECHNICAL AND POLICY GUIDELINES FOR THE CONDUCT 

OF STORMFURY. (FYI: SUCH A SUGGESTION WAS RAISED IN THE 
WHITE TO MOHRI LETTER OF 2 JULY SENT THROUGH THE SCIATT 
AND MARKED PERSONAL. END FYI) SOME OF THE AREAS WHICH WE 
BELIEVE AN IPAB COULD CONSIDER WOULD BE: 

A. STORM SELECTION CRITERIA, I.E., WHICH TYPHOONS CAN BE 
SEEDED AND IN WHAT LOCATION. IN OUR EARLIER PLANNING WE 
HAD PROPOSED THAT SEEDING BE LIMITED TO THOSE STORMS 
WHOSE FORECAST MOVEMENT WOULD NOT PLACE THE STORM CENTER 
WITHIN 100 NAUTICAL MILES OF POPULATED LAND AREAS 

WITHIN 24 HOURS AFTER SEEDING. 

B. DESIGNATION OF FORECAST RESPONSIBILITY; WHICH FORECAST 
PRODUCTS FROM WHICH ORGANIZATIONS WOULD BE USED AS A BASIS 
FOR MAKING STORM SELECTION. IN THIS CONNECTION WE BELIEVE 
GUAM ADVISORIES COULD BE THE PRIMARY SOURCE, BUT OTHER 
FORECASTS, SUCH AS THOSE OF THE JAPANESE METEOROLOGICAL 
AGENCY, WOULD BE MOST USEFUL. 

C. PARTICIPATION BY OTHER NATIONS AND THEIR RESOURCES; 
AIRCRAFT, OPERATING BASES, AND SCIENTIFIC PERSONNEL. 
THROUGHOUT THE EXPERIMENT WE WOULD WELCOME INTERNATIONAL 
PARTICIPATION. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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D. MONITORING OF SEEDING VS. NON-SEEDING MISSIONS. SINCE 
FLIGHTS WOULD BE CONDUCTED INTO STORMS THAT DO NOT SATISFY 
THE CRITERIA FOR SEEDING TO MAKE METEOROLOGICAL MEASURE- 
MENTS, WE WOULD EXPECT TO DEVELOP PROCEDURES INVOLVING 
PARTICIPATING SCIENTISTS FOR MONITORING THESE NON-SEEDING 
EVENTS TO ENSURE THAT NO SEEDING DOES OCCUR. 

E. REQUIREMENTS FOR MEASURING SEEDING EFFECTS AND EVALU- 
ATION OF BEHAVIOR OF SEEDED STORMS. THE TECHNICAL DESC- 
RIPTION OF STORMFURY (SEE A-5046 DATED 20 JUNE 1974) HAS 

A LISTING OF THE INSTRUMENTATION WHICH WILL BE AVAILABLE 
FOR MEASUREMENT PURPOSES. 
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F. INFORMATION FLOW OF DATA AND REPORTS PRIOR TO, DURING, 

AND FOLLOWING FIELD EXPERIMENT. AS WE SEE IT, INFORMATION 
ON EXPERIMENTAL ACTIVITIES WILL BE OPEN TO ALL COUNTRIES 
AND AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS OF THE PRESS. REPORTS WILL BE 
MADE IN THE OPEN SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE. IT IS ALSO THE 
INTENTION OF THE USG TO MAKE ALL OF ITS DATA AVAILABLE. 
HOWEVER, SOME OF THE INFORMATION MAY BE SO VOLUMINOUS THAT 
REPRODUCTION COSTS MAY BE REQUIRED OF THE REQUESTING COUN- 
TRY. 

3. UNLESS IT PERCEIVES OVERRIDING OBJECTIONS, EMBASSY 
SHOULD DISCUSS WITH FOREIGN OFFICE PROPOSAL OUTLINED ABOVE. 
IF THE GOJ BELIEVES THIS IS A USEFUL APPROACH. WE ARE PRE- 
PARED TO SEND A DELEGATION TO JAPAN OR TO MEET IN WASHING- 
TON IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO EXPLORE ISSUES BILATERALLY. 
ASSUMING A FAVORABLE OUTCOME. WE WOULD THEN INITIATE 
DISCUSSIONS WITH OTHER INTERESTED COUNTRIES IN THE AREA 
AND PREPARE FOR ESCAPAVMO TYPHOON COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS TO 
DEVELOP GUIDELINES. 

4. BECAUSE OF THE LONG-TERM PLANNING INVOLVED IN ANY 
TRANSFER OF STORMFURY, ESPECIALLY UNDER INTERNATIONAL 
GUIDANCE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE AN EARLY RESPONSE FROM THE 
GOJ. BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES INVOLVED 
WILL ALSO HAVE TO BE UNDERTAKEN IF THERE IS TO BE CON- 
SIDERATION AT ESCAPAVMO MEETING IN NOVEMBER. KISSINGER 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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